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Established on a founding vision which is over 400 years old, 
our educational provision continues to be tailored for  
girls. Our independence allows us to incorporate the best 
combination of traditional and modern teaching and learning 
approaches, to be a strong and welcoming school which 
achieves ‘excellence in every possible area of educational 
provision’, according to our latest Independent Schools 
Inspectorate (ISI) report. 

Girls from the age of four are welcomed into the Junior 
School, where we take great pride in nurturing their progress 
to Senior School at age 11, where, in turn, we develop their 
independence, both personal and intellectual, ahead of  
A Level  studies in our Sixth Form  from age 16. All students  
are personally known and cherished by our teachers and 
support staff. 

Your daughter will delight in and long cherish her particular 
memories and friendships from her time at St Mary’s School, 
Cambridge. Please do come and meet us and see for yourselves. 

Ours is no ordinary school. Opening doors to creativity, to self-development, to new friendships 
and to nurturing new talents, we offer our girls an extraordinary environment of love and joy  
in which they can develop their individual personalities, flourish academically and discover 
their passions. 

Welcome to  
St Mary’s Senior School, Cambridge

 
 The school day 

The school welcomes girls from 7.30am until the 
official start of the school day. Registration is at 
8.30am, by which time all students must be in 
school. The school day finishes at 4.00pm.

After-school supervised homework club is available 
from 4.00pm to 6.00pm Monday to Thursday and 
4.00pm to 5.00pm on Fridays at no cost, for those 
who would like to get a head-start on homework  
and a wide-ranging schedule of extra-curricular 
activities is also available at lunch and after school. 
Students are invited to participate in a number 
of clubs each week, such as art & craft, dance, 
languages and sports.
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Clearly it is a model offering strengths and benefits to enrich 
students’ educational journeys. Students benefit from a tailored 
education in which gender stereotypes are not given room to 
grow, teaching and learning approaches are selected to suit 
distinct learning styles, and the school environment offers 
individual support and encourages students to look beyond 
themselves so that they enter adulthood with an academic 
advantage, aspiring to be more and to give more.

Evidence shows that girls at single-sex schools not only achieve 
consistently better examination results than peers from  
co-educational schools, but better acquire important life skills 
too – instilling confidence and independence, an instinct to 
achieve and the ability to lead. Girls-only schools do this by 
tailoring teaching and pastoral care for the benefit of girls:

• Learning styles: girls and boys mature at different rates and  
 learn in different ways. Many girls benefit from being in an  
 environment that provides an education tailored specifically  
 to girls’ learning styles, needs and developmental stage. 

• Confidence: research shows that girls like to work  
 collaboratively and enjoy problem-solving, but they tend  
 to be more self-critical than boys. In our girls-only   
 classrooms, girls have the space to allow their intellectual  
 and social confidence to blossom, discovering who they  
 are and where they want to be in the future.  

• Leadership and risk: girls at girls’ schools learn to be 
 leaders; there are no boys to dominate the leadership roles.  
 When it’s all down to the girls, they learn not only to take  
 responsibility but how to lead naturally and inspire others.

• Quashing gender stereotypes: research also shows that  
 in a single-sex school girls are less likely to follow gender  
 stereotypes, instead choosing subjects according to ability  
 and interest. Our girls experiment with subjects traditionally  
 considered as boys’ subjects without hesitation and are  
 confident choosing Physics alongside Photography,   
 Chemistry alongside Classical Civilisation, and Mathematics  
 alongside Mandarin.

• Careers: girls in girls’ schools do not view any career as  
 being closed to them, rather, they are encouraged to pursue  
 any role they choose. Through the provision of a wide range  
 of subjects, and excellent careers advice and work experience  
 opportunities, our school gives girls the confidence to fulfil  
 their ambitions.

• Academic results: with all of the above, it is unsurprising  
 that girls (and boys) do better academically at single-sex  
 schools. Recent research on GCSE performance at  
 independent schools from the Curriculum, Evaluation and 
 Management (CEM) Centre at Durham University confirms:  
 “the average performance of pupils of both genders in single- 
 sex schools is better than the average performance of their  
 counterparts in mixed schools by a significant margin”.

Single-sex education has a proud tradition of academic excellence in this country, whether  
it be all boys’ boarding such as Eton or Winchester or all girls’ boarding such as at our sister 
school, St Mary’s Ascot, or mainly day provision for boys for example Westminster or St Paul’s,  
or full day provision for girls at St Paul’s Girls’ School or North London Collegiate.

A proud tradition of educating girls

Choosing the right school for your daughter where she will be nurtured and gain the best  
possible academic start in life is one of the most important decisions you will make. 

Our ethos and foundation

We believe that our excellent relationships with the parents  
of our students is the foundation of strength which allows  
us to recognise the potential of each and every student,  
and accept, nurture and celebrate each girl, enabling her  
to make her contribution within our school and wider society. 
We help our girls to start making sense of the world around 
them, whether they join us in Reception or Year 7, or at other 
intervening years, so that they can find their place in it. 

Our school’s remarkable foundress, Mary Ward (1585 – 1645), 
dedicated her life to providing educational opportunities for girls 
and attempting to open up new opportunities for women who 
had a religious vocation within the Catholic church. She  
is a wonderful role model to our school community of a woman 
of integrity, discernment, courage and love. Many of her 17th 
century schools have survived in continental Europe and our 
school in Cambridge was established in 1898 as part of the late 
Victorian expansion of this city. We are part of a global network 
of almost 200 Mary Ward schools.

Ours is a Christian school of Catholic heritage in which girls  
of all faiths and secular backgrounds are warmly welcomed  
and where the precious uniqueness of each individual is valued. 
Our many years’ experience of tailoring academic, pastoral, 
creative and athletic provision to girls’ needs has made us adept 
at unlocking the potential of every girl. We have a heartfelt 
desire to support learners of all types to achieve the very best 
of their abilities. From our ‘sport for all’ mantra, which ensures 
girls experience a wide variety of sports in order to discover 

those about which they are passionate, to our pastoral provision 
which is grounded in love, respect and trust, our community 
confidently, joyfully and ambitiously nurtures all aspects of  
a girl’s development. 

  
To reflect a deepening of our core purpose and values, in 
consultation with staff and students, we have refined our 
school aims which are lived out in our daily school lives:

• To deliver an excellent, challenging and innovative  
 academic education which fosters an independent   
 love of learning, intellectual curiosity and knowledge
• To provide an aspirational all-round education  
 promoting creativity, enterprise, collaboration;  
 building life-long skills
• To encourage in each girl a sense of her own worth,   
 talents and aptitudes so that she will realise these   
 with courage and resilience
• To provide a strong moral and spiritual framework   
 underpinned by the core values of integrity, justice   
 and respect for human dignity
• To create an environment of love, hope and joy based  
 on Gospel values in which individuals are cherished   
 and genuine relationships are nurtured
• To develop confident global citizens by instilling a strong  
 sense of responsibility towards others and through charity  
 and service to the local and world-wide community
• To walk alongside our parents, valuing their role as   
 the first educator of the child
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We delight in the setting of our Senior School, which comprises a number of beautiful  
and historic properties, in tranquil grounds adjoined to the Cambridge University  
Botanic Garden, in the heart of Cambridge. 

Our nurturing environmentBoarding

Boarding with us is a rewarding and enjoyable experience for our girls and we pride ourselves  
on providing a rich and diverse experience, both in and outside the classroom, and an  
outstanding environment in which to live, learn and grow.

Modern families require flexibility of provision, and your 
daughter’s school days offer her the first steps to independence 
– living away from home in a warm and caring environment. 
The quality of our boarding provision is evidenced by the results 
of a recent school inspection by ISI, which judged our boarding 
offering as excellent – the highest grade that can be given –  
in every possible category.

We offer a range of boarding options, for girls aged 11 years  
or older (Year 7 onwards). Full time boarding is the norm, and 
the girls make friends who will be friends for life. Boarders 
live at the school throughout term time, and stay with their 
guardians or families during Exeat weekends, half term breaks 
and the school holidays. An increasingly popular option is 
weekly boarding, or flexi-boarding for ad hoc nights, a regular 
night each week, or for several weeks at a time, for families 
who want their daughters to benefit from the experience and 
convenience of a boarding school education in shorter bursts. 

Roughly a quarter of our students are from overseas, from over  
30 countries world-wide, which provides the boarding house 
with a wealth of cultural diversity. Whether from the UK or from 
abroad, our boarders are able to gain an understanding of the 
issues girls and women face around the world, and we warmly 
embrace this diversity across the school, opening wide our 
doors to students from different countries and cultures. 

Our boarding house is situated on Brooklands Avenue, within 
easy walking distance of the Senior School on Bateman Street. 
Named Mary Ward House after the school’s 17th century 
foundress Mary Ward, the building is set in substantial grounds 
adjacent to the Cambridge University Botanic Garden. The 
interior is light and spacious and features accommodation 
for 90+ students, including: bespoke single rooms for Upper 
Sixth students, and generous, shared rooms for younger girls; 
gracious bathroom provision; large, modern kitchen facilities 
and a vibrant dining area; spacious common rooms; a quiet 
space for study and meditative reflection; as well as dedicated 
medical facilities.  

The boarding house is run by committed members of staff,  
with considerable experience of pastoral care, who look  
after the girls before school, each evening and at weekends. 
There is accommodation for several staff on each floor of  
the property. 

The large, comfortable communal spaces including the 
beautiful gardens and extensive grounds at Mary Ward House 
are the perfect place in which students are able to relax and 
socialise with their friends during their free time.

No. 47, our dedicated Art and Photography Centre on Bateman 
Street, is fully equipped with four Art teaching spaces, a Sixth 
Form study space, a dark room and a photography studio. 

Next door, the Learning Resources Centre was redeveloped 
with students’ learning in mind, with reference rooms, areas 
for private study, a conference area equipped with a Smart TV 
providing space for talks from external speakers, tables  
for group activities, and laptops and iPads for student use.

Drama is a popular part of the curriculum and plays a vital role 
in helping students to build confidence, develop interpersonal 
skills and express themselves creatively. Our girls particularly 
love working in our purple and silver Drama studio, and have 
use of our full-size stage for school productions, curricula 
performances, and Speech and Drama examinations. Our Music 
facilities, which boast magnificent views across the Cambridge 
University Botanic Garden, include a large teaching room  
with keyboard work stations, an additional room for GCSE  
and A Level Music studies and individual rooms for peripatetic 
Music teaching. 

The gymnasium is the ideal arena for indoor sports such as 
badminton, gymnastics and dance. The school also has an 
outdoor gym for the girls to use, as well as two outdoor table 
tennis tables and netball/tennis courts on our Senior School  
site on Bateman Street. The school has invested in redeveloping 

our outdoor sports facilities on Long Road, to include an 
AstroTurf for hockey, an AstroTurf for rugby and football,  
new netball and tennis courts, athletics facilities comprising  
a running track, long jump pit and high jump and shot facilities, 
practice nets for all ball sports, a new pavilion (including physio 
room, kitchen facilities and dedicated changing spaces) and 
floodlighting. In 2016 we secured a long term partnership with 
the City of Cambridge Rowing Club (CCRC) to rebuild the current 
boathouse and provide high quality rowing opportunities 
for girls throughout the school – extending the provision, 
which previously has been available exclusively to Sixth Form 
students. There is also a state-of-the-art gym and a dance 
studio in our Sixth Form Centre.

Our Sixth Form Centre on Brooklands Avenue, a stone’s throw 
from the rest of the school, provides a safe environment in 
which Sixth Form students are able to thrive in their newfound 
independence, as they embark on their A Level courses.  
It comprises: dedicated subject classrooms for the teaching  
of A Levels in Business Studies, Psychology and Economics;  
a silent study room; a social study/computer room; an 
extensive careers and Higher Education information and advice 
suite, all of which are designed to help our students to prepare 
for life beyond school. A spacious common room and bright 
kitchen help the girls relax and build their friendships as does 
the gym and dance studio.
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Our nurturing environment and passionate teachers inspire our enthusiastic girls to reach 
their academic potential.

We encourage students to become more inquisitive about 
related areas of investigation, and to gain an understanding 
of how different subjects work together to build a clearer 
understanding of the world as a whole. Our teaching team 
works holistically to provide extensive cross-curricular learning 
based on ‘real life’ experience and, in this way, we enhance  
our girls’ educational journeys, and provide each one with  
the best possible academic focus.

The girls develop creative, critical and reflective thinking,  
and become excited and committed learners – demonstrated 
by the results they achieve across all academic and creative 
subjects in their public examinations. Our belief that a  
single-sex approach enables our students to buck gender 
stereotypes is evidenced by their results in both Mathematics 
and Science A Levels.

Senior School curriculum 
Our Senior School curriculum is split into a pre-GCSE curriculum 
(students aged 11 to 14, in Year 7 to Year 9), and the GCSE 
curriculum (students aged 14 to 16, in Year 10 and Year 11).

Pre-GCSE curriculum 
Students who are in Year 7 to Year 9 (pre-GCSE) study a broad 
curriculum, including a combination of the following subjects:

• English Language and Literature or English as an Additional  
 Language (EAL) 
• Arts subjects: Art and Design, Photography, Drama and Music  
• Humanities subjects: History, Geography, Religious Studies  
 (Christianity & World Religions) and Classical Civilisation 
• Modern and Ancient Languages: French, German, Spanish, 
 Mandarin Chinese, Latin and Classical Greek 
• Mathematics and Additional Mathematics 
• Sciences: Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
• Technology subjects: Food Technology, Textiles, and IT,   
 including Computer Science 
• Games and Physical Education (PE) 
• PSHCE: Personal, Social, Health, Citizenship and  
 Economic education

GCSE curriculum 
Students in Year 10 and Year 11 follow our GCSE curriculum. 
In addition to studying the compulsory subjects of English 
Language and Literature or EAL, Mathematics, Sciences 
(Biology, Chemistry and Physics, three GCSEs, or Science  
and Additional Science, two GCSEs), and Religious Studies,  
most students choose to study six to eight additional subjects:

• Arts subjects: Art and Design (with endorsed Photography),  
 Drama and Music  
• Humanities subjects: History, Geography and Classical   
 Civilisation 
• Modern and Ancient Languages: French, German, Spanish,  
 Mandarin Chinese, Latin and Classical Greek 
• Games and Physical Education (PE) 
• Technology subjects: Food Technology, Textiles, and IT,   
 including Computer Science 
• Additional Mathematics

 
At all levels, students also benefit from a range of PSHCE 
sessions, English Language Support and Learning Support, 
according to their individual requirements.  

Alongside these subjects, the students continue to meet 
regularly with their form tutors who provide academic  
guidance and pastoral support, which is a central part of  
our educational provision at St Mary’s School, Cambridge.

Academic excellence

We view all of our girls’ individual gifts and talents as precious and we take an holistic 
approach that is designed to unlock each girl’s potential. 

Fostering a love of learning

We invest in each student through our nurturing and effective 
pedagogic and pastoral environments, sports opportunities,  
and a broad range of extra-curricular clubs, workshops, visits 
and residential trips, and enrichment activities including 
external speakers and competitions. 

We continue to enhance our girls’ learning experiences by 
ensuring our educational approach caters to students’ preferred 
learning styles, enabling their intellectual curiosity to flourish. 
The girls use iPads loaded with a range of pre-approved and 
engaging apps, and are provided with the St Mary’s Online 
(SMO) platform, which is accessible from anywhere with  
an Internet connection. This technology assists teachers in 
bringing subjects to life, appeals to our girls’ interest in digital 
technology, and encourages collaborative learning. 

Learning support
St Mary’s School, Cambridge is an inclusive school which 
focuses on supporting the individual, whatever her strengths 
and areas for development. Girls may be supported in-class 
by dedicated Learning Support Assistants or withdrawn from 
lessons in order to be provided individual or small group 
support. In all cases, the girls’ progress will be monitored 
carefully and communicated clearly and regularly to their 
parents. The Learning Support department also offers guidance 
to our subject teachers and tutors enabling them to better  
meet a range of individual needs within mainstream lessons.

Homework
Homework provides an opportunity to reinforce and consolidate 
the day’s learning as well as playing an important role in 
students being intellectually challenged by providing an 
opportunity for girls to develop a deeper subject understanding 
and to practise the skills of unsupported study and 
independent learning. Our teachers set homework that is 
engaging and enjoyable; they are available before and after 
school, or at morning break and lunchtime, to answer queries 
and support the girls in their work.

Timetables for homework are provided in advance so that 
students and their parents are aware of how much time should 
be set aside for study beyond the school day. The schedule 
provides assurance that the girls are not overloaded with work; 
they are able to effectively manage the workload simply by 
adhering to the schedule since they are encouraged to work 
only for as long as specified.  
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For many young adults the question of which route to pursue after GCSEs is the biggest decision 
they have had to make and, at St Mary’s School, Cambridge, our Head of Careers, tutor team 
and external providers work with the girls, in conjunction with their parents, to ensure they  
have the necessary information to make a carefully informed decision which is right for each 
individual student.

The Careers department starts working with Senior School 
students from Year 7, to guide the girls through the process 
of comprehending that every individual has a unique mixture 
of personality attributes, learning experiences and styles, 
knowledge, hopes and aspirations for the future, and skills. 
Instead of asking the girls at this age ‘what would you like  
to do after school?’, the girls are encouraged into self-reflection, 
to develop their personalities, passions, and broad skills. 

We offer girls from Year 7 through to Sixth Form a full 
programme of careers events, many delivered by a range  
of highly accredited external providers, some through the 
Careers department and our tutors. For students in Year 7  
to Year 9, the focus is on encouraging girls to consider how  
a range of attributes impact on each other, such as personality 
traits, passions, areas of interest, skills, and roles in a team. 
Year 10 and Year 11 students build upon this foundation 
through developing an awareness of factors affecting life  
after school, and practising interview skills and CV writing. 

The Careers department also has excellent links with specialist 
Further Education establishments and prestigious universities; 
local and national organisations that offer highly regarded 
apprenticeship programmes in a range of industries; and local 
businesses which invite students to take up work experience 
during the Sixth Form. 

Exploring futures

 
 

Engaging with sport
Games and PE are very important and hugely popular aspects  
of life at our school. All our girls are encouraged to participate 
for the benefit of their own health and fitness but also to learn 
valuable lessons in leadership and team work, motivation and 
respect, which can additionally be translated into the academic 
environment. 

We believe in sport for all, and ensure that every girl has the 
opportunity to take part in physical activity, either joining 
clubs and participating in competitive sport, or simply finding 
a physical activity they enjoy. We are proud to have both 
elite sportswomen and willing amateurs who want to keep fit. 
Students are encouraged to pursue sports they are passionate 
about and, as well as being coached by our team of specialist 
teachers, the girls are given flexibility to allow for training at 
county and country competition level.

We field sports teams in each year group which compete with 
great success and enjoyment against local schools, as well as 
in district and county championships. There are also the Girls’ 
Schools Association (GSA) Gymnastics Display, Sports Day  
and the Holland Hockey Trip (Year 9 and Year 10) to which girls 
look forward. 

Elite sportswomen are supported through our scholarship 
programme.

Total sports played: 28

Curriculum sports: aerobics, badminton, basketball, 
boxercise, dance, football, fitness, multi-gym, golf, 
gymnastics, handball, kwik cricket, pop lacrosse,  
rounders, self-defence, squash, swimming, table tennis, 
touch rugby, volleyball, yoga, Zumba

Competitive team sports: athletics, cross country,  
hockey, netball, rowing, tennis

Creative advantage
Our students are offered opportunities to explore a variety of 2D 
and 3D disciplines including Fine Art, illustration, printmaking, 
photography and digital media, on both a small and large 
scale! The Senior School has a proud tradition of producing 
exceptional results in GCSE and A Level Art and Design, and we 
have a long-standing reputation of sending girls directly to art 
school since their portfolios are of such a high standard that 
they are able to bypass the Art Foundation Year. 

We are proud to hold the Arts Council England’s Artsmark Gold 
Award for the quality of our arts provision, and our students 
are entered for local and national art competitions with great 
success. We take Art students to exhibitions and galleries in order 
to extend their appreciation of technique, context and culture.

Exceptional artists are supported through our scholarship 
programme.

Dramatic and performing arts
All girls study Drama in Year 7 and Year 8; thereafter, they can 
take it as an option in Year 9 and at GCSE and at A Level. There 
are several school productions each year, which are open both 
to girls studying Drama and those who wish to be involved in 
performances in an extra-curricular capacity. 

An exceptional number of girls study Speech and Drama and 
undertake the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art 
(LAMDA) examinations with remarkable success. The annual 
Speech and Drama showcase provides an opportunity for girls of 
all ages to perform their examination pieces to a large audience.

Our specialist Dance Co-ordinator oversees dance classes  
in a variety of styles, including Advanced Ballet and Body 
Toning classes for our Sixth Form students. In addition, many 
of our girls also enjoy taking part in the intermediate and 
advanced Dance classes offered at the school by coaches  
from Colours of Dance in Cambridge. Our Dance showcase  
is a popular biennial event.

Scholarships are available in Drama and Dance. The holders  
of these awards play a key role in promoting opportunities for 
girls across the school to be involved in the performing arts.

Developing potential

Academic and athletic, social and personal, creative and spiritual potential is developed  
to the full by building confidence and enhancing self-esteem in every girl.
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Music for everyone
Our vibrant and successful Music department comprises 
classroom teachers, an enthusiastic team of peripatetic 
instrumental staff and our Musician in Residence. As with  
every other faculty in the school, the Music department takes 
great pride in creating opportunities for each girl to thrive.  
We cater as much for students who join us never having  
learned an instrument or sung in a choir as we do for those  
who join us with Grade 8 in one or more instruments.

Our ensembles perform in a range of styles, from jazz to pop, 
and classical to world music. We have been honoured to give 
premiere performances of bespoke music written especially for 
our students, by internationally acclaimed composers such as 
Graham Lack, Will Todd and Carl Rütti, and we welcome notable 
musicians, such as Sara Mohr-Pietsch and Sarah MacDonald, 
in to school to judge our annual Young Musician and Young 
Pianist of the Year competitions. 

Each week the Music department runs an impressive 15 
extra-curricular clubs, and there are frequent opportunities for 
students to showcase their performance skills publicly, whether 
in one of our intimate chamber concerts, performing liturgical 
music in one of our Masses or services, or performing to a 
packed auditorium at the University of Cambridge concert hall. 
The department collaborates with the Drama department to put 
on a biennial musical. We also aim to take a concert tour  
to Europe every other year.

Scholarships are available for excellence in Music. 

Technology
We have a thriving Technology department, which comprises 
curricular Computer Science, Textiles, and Food Technology, 
alongside opportunities for the girls to delve into engineering 
and design technology projects as part of our STEM club 
provision. 

Computer Science is taught to girls from Reception onwards 
and, at GCSE and A Level, Computer Science is offered as an 
optional subject. 

From Raving Robots and Hacksaw club, to Young Engineers  
and Gadgeteer club, there are opportunities for girls of all ages 
to experience fun and practical STEM workshops, enabling them 
to see what they can achieve through learning and practising 
their skills. As a result, we have impressive numbers of  
students who wish to pursue engineering degrees at university.

Textiles students enter national design competitions, such 
as the London Design Museum Challenges, and significant 
numbers of our girls go on to study Textiles or Fashion at  
a range of prestigious Higher Education institutions, including 
the London School of Fashion. 

All Senior School students enjoy learning about healthy eating 
and food preparation, and enjoy taking part in school ‘Bake Off’ 
style competitions. For those who wish to continue their 
learning at GCSE, Food Technology is offered as an option. 

Scholarships are available for excellence in Textiles, STEM,  
and Design and Enterprise.

Outward bound
The school offers a wealth of opportunities for students to 
travel, whether in Cambridge, across the country, or further 
afield. These come either as part of a departmental trip, for 
instance the German students’ exchange to Germany, the 
Classics students’ trip to Rome, the History students’ visit  
to the Battlefields in Ypres, or the popular Year 8 Geography 
field trip to Cadbury World; adventure trips, such as the  
Year 7 residential team building weekends, or the annual ski 
trip; or cultural trips, such as the boarders’ trip to the German 
Christmas Market in Birmingham, or the Sixth Form trips  
to Venice and Edinburgh.  

The school has strong links with The Exploration Society which 
offers outdoor experiences for students throughout the school. 
The society focuses on developing a range of skills, including 
team work and leadership, bush craft and survival, as well 
as first aid and rescue. Please visit The Exploration Society’s 
website for further details - explorationsociety.co.uk.

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme is an internationally 
recognised award which has been running for over 50 years. 
The scheme is challenging, and seeks to develop a sense of 
independence, self-belief and responsibility in participants, 
through encouraging young people to regularly volunteer,  
to learn, and to adventure outdoors in three or four day 
camping and hiking expeditions, all the time taking on new 
skills and learning to lead, and work as part of a team. We  
offer all levels of the award and many girls undertake and 
achieve the award at levels significantly beyond those 
achieved both locally and nationally. 
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Extra-curricular activities take place during lunchtime and after school, and provide the  
perfect opportunity for girls to try a number of new experiences for the first time, or to  
invest in developing their aptitude in a particular area – from competing in school sports  
or performing in musical ensembles, to learning a new language or investigating engineering. 
Some clubs will run for the entire year, while others run on a termly basis.

The range of extra-curricular activities is purposefully broad, 
and firm favourites include: Young Engineers; Hacksaw club; 
Gadgeteer club; Raving Robots; rowing; athletics; netball; pilates; 
tennis; dance club; and hockey; Creative Writing club; Model 
United Nations; Allegro; Cantore and senior orchestra.   

Additionally, one afternoon lesson per week is dedicated  
to the girls’ enrichment programme, in which Year 7 and  
Year 8 students undertake four activities on a carousel to 
ensure each of the girls tries her hand at a broad spectrum  
of activities. Students in Year 9 and above enjoy the freedom  
to choose which activities to pursue during the enrichment 
hour. The enrichment programme further enables our girls  

to investigate a wide range of challenges, establish leadership 
skills, develop new interests and skills, and work with peers 
from different year groups. The girls develop political, media, 
environmental and cultural awareness – important attributes 
on which to build in later life, and which university admissions 
teams value.

The selection of activities varies from year to year, but  
some regular highlights include German, French, Spanish  
and Religious Studies film clubs; experimental skills in 
Chemistry;  journalism; Japanese; Arts Award; Raspberry Pi  
and python programming; introductory yoga; photography; 
and extra GCSEs.

Extra-curricular and enrichment

Places at St Mary’s Senior School, Cambridge are offered on 
the basis of a combination of an individual interview, results 
of age appropriate activities and assessments, and a reference 
from a current school (all are on an individual basis and as 
appropriate). In line with every aspect of life at our school, the 
assessment process is designed to be as friendly and enjoyable 
for the girls as possible. For more detailed information please 
visit stmaryscambridge.co.uk or telephone our admissions 
department on +44 (0)1223 224167. 

Joining us

‘Once a  
St Mary’s girl,  

always a St Mary’s girl’  
– come and see for yourself 

why our students are so   
proud to be part of the  

      St Mary’s School,  
   Cambridge tradition. 
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Charlotte Avery, Headmistress

St Mary’s School Senior School, Bateman Street, Cambridge, CB2 1LY
Admissions: +44 (0)1223 224167 
Reception: +44 (0)1223 353253

stmaryscambridge.co.uk

http://stmaryscambridge.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/StMarysSchoolCambridge
https://twitter.com/stmaryssch
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-mary%27s-school-cambridge
https://www.instagram.com/stmaryscambridge/
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